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Planets
Introduction to the Music elements and how they 
can be manipulated to create mood/atmosphere.   
Holst’s planet suite is the stimulus for composing 

pieces for Mars and Venus

Patterns
How music is 

organised 
into patterns 

of sound.
AB, ABA and  

AABA 
patterns 

Rap
Revisit rhythm and pulse.  

Performing and composing 
rap lyrics and backing tracks 

in Logic Pro X

Blues
Discover the 

roots of modern 
popular music.  
12 bar blues. 

Blues  
improvisation 

skills.

Drones 
Explore the role of 
drones and modes 
in the folk music of 

other cultures. 
Discover their role 
in more modern 

styles.

Pop 
Getting to grips with pop 

melodies, chords and keyboard 
accompaniment styles

Thriller
Explore the musical techniques 

that add the fear factor to thriller 
movies. Make your own Thriller 

soundtrack in Logic

Ukulele
The Ukulele from Hawaii 
literally means “jumping 
flea”!  Learn to play some of 
your favourite tunes on the 
this mini guitar. 

Free Brief Composition
Continue practising composing 
skills developed in KS3.  You will 

do a composition each term. 

Appraising Music
Begin preparation for the 

listening exam.  Developing 
music theory skills. Investigating  
the concerto through time and 

rhythms of the world

Set Brief 
Composition

Using the briefs set by 
the exam-board to 

create composition 2

Solo & Ensemble 
Performance Recordings

One solo and one ensemble 
performance will be completed 

and recorded for coursework

Appraising Music
Continuing developing theory and 

appraisal skills.  Looking at 
Conventions of Pop and  Film Music

My Music Journey

 KS2 SKILLS
Eg. Singing, chanting
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Careers in Music
Musician / Performer

Composer / Songwriter
Classroom Teacher
Peripatetic Teacher

Music Therapist
Music Journalist

Producer
Sound engineer

Artist manager / Agent / A & R

Cartoons
MIckey Mousing 

techniques - 
synchronising 
sounds and 

composing music 
to bring a 

cartoon to life

EDM
 Loops, 

arrangement 
and music 
production 
techniques.

Individual Music 
Project

Gamelan
Take a trip to Indonesia and 

experience Gamelan - music of 
another culture.

Feel the Beat
Introduction to 

rhythm notation and 
making melodies. 

Rhythms of the World
Knowledge of African Drumming, Call 

and response.  Polyrhythmic structures.

Performing Skills 
for GCSE Music

Introducing GCSE 
performance skills and 
starting two years of 
developing solo and 

ensemble pieces

University / 
Employment

KS5
A Level / BTEC 

Music Performance
Music Technology

Listening Exam
1 hour 30 minutes

8 questions on topics
1 question on each set work

! Long answer appraising question

?

Orchestra!
Introduction to the instruments of 
the orchestra.  Performing Ode to 

Joy using a range of orchestral 
instrumentsl

Music For Adverts
Compose your own music 
jingles and voiceovers for 

adverts. Targetting a market 
audience.

Hooks n Riffs 
Repeating music patterns in 

classical and pop music - create 
your own EDM tracks

Caribbean 
 Learn how to play Reggae. 

Discover  SKA, Calypso and Salsa. 
Bass riffs, off beat chords and 

syncopation

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


How do we know our curriculum is broad 
and balanced?

● Our curriculum focuses on the 4 N.C. strands: 
Performing, Composing and Listening & Appraising.

● Throughout KS3 and 4, students are introduced to a 
wide range of music including classical, folk, world 
and pop.   At KS3, world music is introduced in each 
year group (year 7 - Gamelan, Year 8 - Indian and 
African, Year 9 - Blues).  Popular music styles 
include Pop/Rock, Reggae and Dance music.  We 
also include projects which place music in the 
context of the world of work e.g. Film Music, 
Advertising and Cartoon Music.

● Listening skills are applied in each unit of work. 
Musical examples are drawn from a wide repertoire 
of great composers/musicians.  

● Students are taught how to use music technology:  
keyboards and music sequencing software to record 
their own performances and compositions as well 
as using ukuleles, african drums and pitched 
percussion.. 

● Singing activities are included in each unit. What skills/knowledge are focused on?

Performing Composing Listening 

Instrumental 
techniques, finger 

technique, 
posture, 

co-ordination, 
strumming, 
drumming 
techniques

Creating melodies using a 
variety of scales, keys and 
development techniques 

such as sequence, call and 
response, variation, lyrics, 

motif

Recognising 
instruments

Singing 
techniques, 

projection, tuning, 
tone and harmony

Creating and developing 
chord sequences, in block 
and broken forms and a 

variety of rhythms / styles

Recognising 
tonality

Performing and 
singing  in time

Using dynamics, tempo, 
duration, keys, texture and 

timbre to create moods and 
atmosphere, composing to a 

brief

Identifying and 
understanding 

musical structure

Playing at a steady 
/ appropriate 

tempo

Creating beats / rhythm 
patterns

Comparing musical 
styles

Using dynamics 
and creating a 

balanced 
ensemble 

performance

Creating basslines / Riffs / 
Loops, Modulation /  

Dissonance

Comparing and 
contrasting musical 

elements

Improvisation 
skills

Use of sequencing  software 
(Logic Pro X)

Identifying textures

Stylistic features in 
different music 

Recording, manipulating 
and multi-tracking sounds. 

Identifying vocal 
and instrumental 

techniques

Music reading / 
notation skills

Creating original 
arrangements of musical 

material

Identifying  musical 
features of a genre

How are KS3 pupils assessed?
Pupils are assessed 6 times a year through  musical performance 
or composition tasks and listening assessments. Pupils track their 
progress throughout the year in folders. 

WWW / EBI. Verbal 
feedback is continuous 
in lessons and written
teacher feedback given 
at the end of each unit. 
Progress data is reported 
and analysed 3 times a 
Year.  KS3 targets are set 
for pupils 
scores linking to KS3
minimum targets and  
GCSE outcomes. 

How do we know our curriculum interleaves 
and builds skills?

The Music Curriculum focuses on skills that repeat 
throughout KS3 but at a more advanced level each year.

For example:
Year 7
Melodies are restricted to minim, crotchet, quavers and 
use simple stepwise movement. 
Chords are 2 finger. 
Composition focuses on given stimulus / devices.
Listening and appraising activities introduce the Musical 
Elements through a wide range of different music.

Year 8
Melodies introduce some chromatic notes and are more 
challenging in notes and rhythm. Pupils write lyrics to fit 
with a melody.
Chords are played in block and broken forms, using major 
and minor chords in sequences. Pupils experiment with 
chords in different rhythms / styles. 
Composition focuses on given stimulus / devices but 
encourages original ideas and arrangement skills.
The musical elements are explored and applied through 
an increasingly diverse range of musical styles. Pupils can 
compare and contrast musical elements. 

Year 9
Melodies can be improvised in a given style. Melodies use 
chromatic notes and are more complex in notes and 
rhythms. Pupils are encouraged to play melodies with an 
accompaniment in their LH.  
Chords are extended to include chromatic notes and 
seventh chords. 
The musical elements are further explored through music 
in context and realised in pupil performances / 
compositions. 
Composition focuses more on original / independent 
ideas for an intended purpose. Pupils showing increasing 
awareness of different styles and can arrange musical 
parts into a performance piece within a specific style. 

Intent:
● A curriculum that equips all students with the key 

musical skills of listening, performing and composing
● A curriculum that broadens students’ musical 

horizons introducing a diverse range of music from 
the western classical tradition, world music and 
popular styles. 

● A curriculum that teaches students to show respect 
for the views and beliefs of others. 

Implementation:
● A combination of practical performing, composing 

and listening activities fostering creativity and 
problem solving skills.

Impact:
● Pupils who are able to join higher education or the 

workforce with creative skills, independence, and the 
ability to work with and lead others

● Pupils who can appreciate and understand different 
cultures and how music has evolved

● Confident pupils who are resilient and able to break 
through challenges

How does KS3 prepare pupils for KS4?
By focussing on the 4 assessment objectives of Music GCSE:  
Performing, Composing and Listening and Appraising, the KS3 
scheme of work provides all students with a solid musical 
foundation that is needed for progression to the Music GCSE 
course.


